WTNTIELD   SCOTT  HANCOCK.                      213
greater earnestness in filling up the depleted ranks of our volunteer army, it was Hancock who was chosen to visit Legislatures, to meet in consultation with merchants and business men, to organize public meetings, and to present to the loyal but weary North, in an effective manner, the necessities for further effort. It was a mission as far removed as possible from the work of leading troops to the assault of a salient, and probably no general commander in the Union army could have succeeded as did Hancock. But here, as in every field to which he had been called in the performance of his duty, Hancock showed an ability which conquered success.
He, so essentially a man of the people, showed himself in every station a ruler of the people by his native force, his wise judgment, Ms close knowledge of men and of things.
Up to the point to which we have now followed his course, we have seen his character develop in strength and power, not merely as a brilliant soldier, or as a self-sacrificing patriot, but as a strong man and a wise administrator. He was soon to be called to duties which should test his statesmanship in the sharpest way, and prove whether his belief in the principles on which our Republic is founded was intelligent and substantial, or misty and unstable. How nobly he proved himself, the records of the Eepublic tell. and accurate; that he had fertility of resource and readiness in execution; that he could rule men with justice as he could lead them with brilliant valor.
